Town of Fayston Board of Abatement
Hearing Minutes
January 21,2026 at 2:00 pm
At the Robert Vasseur Municipal Building

Present: Chuck Martel (Chuck),Jared Cadwell (Jared), Fredrick Rayfield (Rick), Madison Vasseur
(Madi). Cynthia Seckler (Cynthia), Danielle Dukette (Danielle), Sarah Stavraky (Sarah), Ron Graves
(Ron), Peter Forbes (Peter).

Zoom: Doug Mosle (Doug)

Appellant #1 Donald Studley- Appointment time 2:00pm- Not Present.
Appellant#2 Sean Linskey- Appointment time 2:15pm- Present.

Chuck called the hearing to order regarding Appellant #1 Donald Studley, Parcel ID-08-033-001,
at 2:00 pm.

Chuck asked all present to introduce themselves. Due to the appellant not being present, there
was no need to administer the oath.

Chuck asked the room if there were any conflicts of interest regarding this hearing?
¢ Doug stated that he will recuse himself due to his relationship with the Fayston Treasurer.
¢ Sarah stated that she will recuse herself due to being Fayston’s Delinquent Tax Collector.

Chuck explained that the category selected on the Board of Abatement application was taxes or
charges of persons who have died insolvent;.

Chuck opened the floor to discuss the appellant’s application.

Sarah let everyone know that his taxes have been paid in full. Donald Studley has now become the
executor of his brother Thomas Studley’ s Estate. Thomas passed away last summer. Donald is
requesting the interest and penalties that accrued due to missing the November 1st delinquent
date, totaling $310.20, due to not receiving the tax bill.

Sarah said that when she spoke with Donald after receiving the first delinquent notice, he then paid
everything promptly. Donald stated that due to the timing of his brother passing and when the
Fayston tax bill went out, he had not been getting mail forwarded to him yet.

Jared asked if we knew if Donald plans to keep the property. Madi said future plans are unknown,
but you can see in the packet there was a Notice of Commencement of Estate from Vermont’s
Court stating that on October 28, 2025, the property had been appointed over to Donald Studley.
Chuck asked for any further questions. Hearing none.

Rick made a motion to close the public portion of the hearing regarding the Studley property. Jared
seconded. Allin favor, motion carried.

Jared made a motion to enter deliberative session for the Donald Studley parcel. Peter seconded.
Allin favor, motion carried. ;

Rick made a motion to exit deliberative session. Jared seconded. All in favor, motion carried.



Action Taken:

Jared made a motion that we abate the interest and penalties in the amount of $310.20 for Donald
Studley. Rick seconded. All in favor, motion carried.

Two votes abstained.

Chuck called the hearing to order regarding Appellant #2 Sean Linskey, Parcel ID-06-082, at
2:15 pm.

Chuck administered the oath to Sean and ensured he was aware of the rules and procedure
regarding this hearing.

Sean understood and accepted.

Chuck asked the board for any conflict of interest?
e Doug stated that he will recuse himself due to his relationship with the Fayston Treasurer.
e Sarah stated that she will recuse herself due to being Fayston’s Delinguent Tax Collector.

Chuck also brought up that Sean did not indicate on his application which category he qualified for.
Sean stated that he didn’t feel like his situation fit any of the categories qualified.

Chuck opened the floor to Sean to explain his application.

Sean began to explain his application. He stated that he called the Town Office the last week of
October to confirm the delinquent date. He explained that he would be making two payments, as
he owns the house with his brother. Madison let him know that there was an option to pay online
with a credit card. ,
He made one payment with his card and went to make the second payment. The credit card system
said pending and wouldn’t let him proceed.

On Monday, he talked with Sarah. She let him know that the computer system wasn’t going to allow
him to make the payment himself and that if he brought a check in on Monday it would be
accepted. Work ended up causing him not to make it to the office on Monday.

When he brought in his check, Sarah let him know that he was going to get a delinquent notice, but
that he would have an opportunity to abate it due to trying to make the payment for three days and
the computer system not allowing it.

Jared stated that the amount he was looking to abate is $400.35.
Sean said yes, and that he paid it because he was going to continue to get charged interest.

Danielle asked for clarification. She asked if he made his first payment on Wednesday but it didn’t
go through until the 31st, and whether he had to make several attempts for the first payment to go
through.

Sean stated that he had no trouble making the first payment. It was when he went to make his
brother’s portion of the payment that the online portal said pending and didn’t accept it.

Jared asked if his brother’s payment ever cleared.

Sean stated that he brought a check to the Town Office on Tuesday, but the online payment was
never processed.

Ron was looking at the NEMRC report and asked if it looked like the first credit card payment was
received by the Town on October 31st, and that the second payment, which was a check, was
received on November 4th but looked like it was returned and received again on November 10th.



Sarah explained that the Town received the first payment on October 31st, but the check, when
deposited to the bank, had|an error. That is why you see that on the financial report. In the end, that
was a bank/deposit error and did not affect Sean’s second payment; the date received on
November 4th is still correct.

Sarah explained that they qad learned about this approximately ten days earlier because it
happened to another taxpayer, but it was not the night before the deadline or over the weekend.
She was able to physically override the system by manually entering the credit card at the Town
Office. She called Sean on Monday to explain that he could still use a credit card, but it had to be
entered manually.
Due to November 1st being on the weekend, she accepted payments on Monday, November 3rd.
Sean was unable to get back to her on Monday and brought the second check to the Town Office on
Tuesday, November 4th.

Ron asked when a taxpayer makes a payment on October 31 st, do we accept it like a postmark
date, as the credit card has{not officially cleared.

Sarah stated yes, the Town jaccepts it like a date stamp, as notification is received at the time the
cardis run.
Danielle asked Sarah if someone dropped off a check on Monday in the outside drop box, would it
have been accepted.
Sarah stated that she would accept any payments on Monday as timely. Due to the first falling on a
weekend this past year, she accepted payments as on time all day Monday because that was the
next business day. She was unable to state that on the tax bill due to space limitations, but the
insert that went in the envelope and all email blasts stated that Monday the 3rd would be
considered on time.

Chuck asked the board and Sean for any other questions or information. Hearing none, he thanked
Sean for being present.

Jared made a motion to enter deliberative session for the Sean Linskey parcel. Rick seconded. All in
favor, motion carried.

Rick made a motion to exit deliberative session. Jared seconded. All in favor, motion carried.

Action Taken:
Jared made a motion to abate Parcel ID-06-082 on the grounds that the Town is exercising

discretion to abate because the online system set up to receive payments failed this taxpayer. Rick
seconded.
All in favor: 5 in favor, 3 opposed. The motion carried.
Two votes abstained.
Jared made a motion to adjgurn the hearing. Danielle seconded. All in favor. Hearing adjourned at
2:45 pm.

Respectfully, Q \a—\ (/\'{ (A w7 }\,«—/’”

Madison Vasseur
Chuck Martel, BOA Chair




