Minutes of the Selectboard Meeting
Town of Fayston, Vermont
Tuesday, October 28th, 2025, 6:00 pm
At Robert Vasseur Town Hall

Attendees:

Select Board Members: Chuck Martel (Chuck), Ron Graves (Ron), Michael Jordan (Mike)
Town Clerk /Selectboard Assistant: Madi Vasseur
Minutes Taker: Eve Silverman (by recording)

Guests: MRVTYV, Josh Livingston, Katherine Cadwell, Bobbi Rood, Patricia Rennau, Stephan Renneau,
Rick Rayfield, Michelle Leibowitz, Suzanne Lowen, Michael Duell, Olga Schloss, Kim Winchell, Jared
Cadwell Edward O’Connor (on Zoom), Peter Franzoni (on Zoom)

Chuck called the meeting to order at 6:00 pm.

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

Approve Selectboard Meeting Minutes — October 14th, 2025
Mike moved to approve the minutes. Ron seconded; all in favor, motion carried, minutes approved.
Additions/Deletions to Agenda: Budget meeting minutes, Brookfield Service Maintenance Program

Public Comments: None

Curb Cut — Reconsider 411 Marble Hill Road, Edward O’Connor

Edward O’Connor explained that the curb cut is a preexisting site with natural access. Loggers would
like to use this area to move logs out of the site. Edward: I’m not looking to change or upgrade the
road; I’'m seeking to extend this natural curb cut by 5-6’ to permit vehicles to turn safely. No culvert
is needed. Ron: Would you upgrade with stay mat or gravel? Edward: No. Chuck: Would this be
for commercial use? Edward: No. Chuck: When we grant a curb cut for logging there is typically a
time limit that it is granted for; have you contracted with a logger/is there a specific time you’re
looking for? Edward: Not as of yet. Josh: You can’t get trailers in there now? Edward explained that
it was inconvenient and difficult to do so using the existing curb cut. Josh: Where that road is, I don’t
think even extending 5-6’ is going to be enough for a log truck to turn off of it. However, if you were
only looking for 5-6’ that isn’t an issue for me. Edward: If | was to upgrade the road, | would
probably subdivide and go through all the proper channels for an upgraded road. Mike: Instead of a
curb cut, perhaps it’s more appropriate to seek forestry access. The Board discussed adding a
condition that states that the purpose of the curb cut would be for “temporary access for forestry and
logging related activities. Upgrade to curb cut will need DRB approval”.

Chuck moved to approve the curb cut based on those conditions. Mike seconded. All in favor, motion
carried. The Selectboard signed the permit.

Curb Cut - Boyce Road, Karen Hale



At the last meeting, the Board requested that the property be staked out. Josh looked at it and was fine
with it; it will need a 24” culvert.

Chuck moved to accept the curb cut application with the condition of the required culvert. Mike
seconded. All in favor, motion carried. The Board members signed the permit.

Resolution — Patricia Renneau

Patricia Rennau thanked the Selectboard for their service to the community. She read the cover note
and the proposed resolution (text is attached). The resolution is intended to condemn violations of due
process and affirm the Town of Fayston’s commitment to protection of constitutional rights of all
people, oppose policies that unfairly target individuals, and review all Town policies to ensure these
protections.

(Various audience members): A similar resolution has been presented to towns across Vermont, based
on the original Rutland City resolution. Twenty-one towns have adopted similar resolutions (with
variations in wording). The resolution is not intended to be political; rather it is a statement of
principles. If any individual in our town is marginalized or detained, we would on principle stand up
for them. It doesn’t compel anyone to do anything; it’s more a statement from the leaders in this
community regarding their position about this. This is not dissimilar to the process that took place
when a resolution was made by towns to not allow fugitive slave catchers to operate in the state.

Chuck asked about a previous resolution, which was signed by the Selectboard a couple of years ago
relating to discrimination. He wants to review that. He also stated that the Board wouldn’t decide
today, as they just received the wording of the resolution earlier in the day. He expressed concern
about taking a political position. Ron: Perhaps we should have a Town-wide discussion of this (at
Town Meeting). A resolution seems like you’re speaking for everyone; I think it’s more the Town’s
decision (not the Board). Chuck agreed. Jared Cadwell: Town Meeting is several months away, and
violations are happening now. Who is standing up? It’s incumbent on us to take a stand. Additional
discussion reiterated the above points.

Chuck suggested that it be discussed again at a future Selectboard meeting (11/25/25). It was placed
on the agenda for that meeting. Prior to that, the Board will look at the different versions of the
resolution that have been approved by other towns.

Road Foreman Update

Josh: Sand and salt are ready for winter (5100 yards of sand this year). The price of salt was up
significantly this year. Chuck: In future, perhaps we could investigate joining in with other Towns
for a cooperative bulk prepurchase of salt, VLCT is trying to put something together on this. Josh
stated that if we had another salt shed to provide additional storage capacity it would provide
flexibility to order from vendors who have a longer lead time. We can investigate some grants for
this in the future. Our shed has concrete walls with a roof; it could be added as a second bay.



Josh: We’ve been setting up the trucks, getting tires ready, plow blades, etc. We have some FEMA
related road graveling completed. The shop has had some repairs completed (doors,
weatherstripping). Windows will also be done soon. Ron: The foam guy is coming in November to
foam between the two buildings. Josh: The building is old, but it works for what we need it to do. It
fits what we have. These repairs will help make it better. Ron: We can look at a longer-term plan,
such as adding on, but that’s not anytime soon.

Chuck: We talked at the budget meeting yesterday about whether we should spend some of the
money we’ve saved to buy culverts this year, because the price is probably going to go up. Josh: |
can store them out of the way. Ron: We’d be saving some money, more than we’d be earning in
interest with the money sitting in a money market. We would want to buy culverts that are standard,
if we needed something special, we’d have to order it. Josh: Coming up next year there’s definitely a
few we know we’ll need. A tractor trailer load of culverts will probably cost about $30,000. Josh
will prepare an inventory of lengths and sizes needed. Chuck: It looks like we have a surplus of about
that amount.

Josh: Rte. 17 looks good, lots of holes were patched (by the State).

Other Business
e Approve Budget Meeting Minutes — 10/7/25
Chuck moved to approve the minutes. Ron seconded; all in favor, motion carried, minutes
approved.
o Brookfield Service Maintenance Program/Town Office Generator
Chuck/Ron: The generator contract is offering us the option of one or two services per year; we
have been doing one and that should be sufficient. Madi: We probably need a battery this year, no
matter what. There was also discussion about connecting the generator to wifi so that a cell phone

could manage remote operation.

Chuck moved to do a “major service” once a year for $466; Mike seconded. All in favor, motion
carried.

Read Mail and Sign Warrant

. Adjourn

At 7:22 pm, Chuck made a motion to adjourn the meeting, Mike seconded, all in favor, meeting
adjourned.

Submitted by,
Eve Silverman

Approved: Chuck Martel Date:



