FAYSTON BOARD OF ABATEMENT NOTICE OF DECISION

On March 13, 2025, an application for tax abatement was submitted to the Municipal Clerk via mail by
Doreen Stewart regarding property located at: 121 Top of the Valley Road in Fayston, VT, bearing a Parcel
ID 05-009-

Property Type: v Residential [J Commercial O Agricultural O Forest Land
Assessed Property Value: $ 357,300.00

Abatement Request Pursuant to (Cat‘egory): Applicant did not select any of the following categories.

o Taxes or charges of persons who have died insolvent;

o Taxes or charges of persons who have moved from the State;

o Taxes or charges of persons who are unable to pay their taxes or charges, interest, and
collection fees;

o Taxes in which there is a clear or obvious error or a mistake of the listers;

Taxes or charges upon real or personal property lost or destroyed during the tax year;

o The exemption amounts available under 32 V.S.A. § 3802(11) to persons otherwise eligible for
exemption who file a claim on or after May 1 but before October 1 due to the claimant's
sickness or disability or other good cause as determined by the board of abatement; but that
exemption amount shall be reduced by 20 percent of the total exemption for each month or
portion of a month the claim is late filed;

o Taxes or charges upon a mobile home moved from the town during the tax year as a result of a
change in use of the mobile home park land or parts thereof or closure of the mobile home park
in which the mobile home was sited, pursuant to 10 V.S.A. § 6237.

o Sewer, water, utility, or service charges caused by circumstances that were difficult to foresee or
outside of the person’s control.

0]

Hearing Date: April 23,2025

Board Present (Board): Chuck Martel (Chuck), Rick Rayfield (Rick), Cynthia Seckler (Cynthia), Danielle
Dukette (Danielle), Jared Cadwell (Jared), Doug Mosle (Doug), Madison Vasseur (Madison), Sarah
Stavraky (Sarah).

Appearing for the Applicant: N/A.
Findings of Fact:
Town of Fayston Tax Policy:

Property taxes in the Town of Fayston are due and payable to the Treasurer/Tax collector 30 days after
bills are issued (which generally happens in July). November 1% is the latest that taxes can be paid
without incurring penalties or interest.

State 6f Vermont Homestead Declaration:

e Due Date: April 15, 2025
®  Final Date Accepted: October 15,2025




DECISION:
The Applicant’s request for abatement was:

v’ Denied by the Town of Fayston Board of Abatment.

1 Granted by the Board in a total amount

O This is an abatement of an amount or amounts already paid, and therefore, the Board orders that this
abatement of an amount or amounts already paid shall be in the form of:

[ a credit against the tax or charge for the next ensuing tax year or billing cycle and for succeeding tax
years or billing cycles if required to use up the amount of the credit ;
O a refund : 1

Motion made an approved by the Board of Abatment ( See Attached Minutes)

Action Taken:

Cynthia made a motion to deny the abatement request of $596.83 on the grounds that the request does
not fall under any category in which the Board of Abatement has the authority to abate. |
Danielle seconded. Six board members approved. Two board members were recused. Motion carried.

Signature: | hereby certify that this is a true record of the action taken by the Board of Abatement.

Cl e L v

Chair, Board of Abatemev(t\J

A decision of the Board of Abatement may be appealed to Superior Court in accordance with Rule 75 of
the Vermont Rules of Civil Procedure. * A decision of the Board of Abatement does not affect the tax
assessment for the property. * A copy of this decision must be recorded in the office of the Town Clerk
and a certified copy forwarded forthwith to the collector of taxes and the Town Treasurer pursuant to 24
V.S.A. § 1536.



Town of Fayston Board of Abatement Hearing Minutes
Robert Vasseur Municipal Building
April 23,2025 @9:00 a.m.

Board Present (Board): Chuck Martel (Chuck), Rick Rayfield (Rick), Cynthia Seckler (Cynthia), Danielle
Dukette (Danielle), Jared Cadwell (Jared), Doug Mosle (Doug), Madison Vasseur (Madison), Sarah
Stavraky (Sarah).

Appellant Not Present: Doreen Stewart

Parcel ID 05-009

9:00 a.m. — Chuck officially opened the hearing and informed everyone that we had a few housekeeping
items on the agenda, as this is the first meeting after the Town’s Annual Meeting in March.

First item on the agenda: Elect a Chair and Co-Chair for the year 2025.

9:02 a.m. — Doug made a motion to elect Chuck as the Chair of the Board of Abatement for the year
2025.

Danielle seconded. All in favor. Motion carried.

9:03 a.m. - Chuck made a motion to elect Rick as the Co-Chair of the Board of Abatement for the year
2025,
Danielle seconded. All in favor. Motion carried.

Second item on the agenda: Adopt the Rules for the Board of Abatement for the year 2025. The Board
of Abatement adheres to these rules to establish uniform procedures for conducting abatement
hearings and to ensure compliance with all state statutes.

9:05 a.m. — Jared made a motion to accept the Rules of Abatement for the year 2025.
Cynthia seconded. All in favor. Motion carried.

9:06 a.m. - Chuck said, “As we move on to the applicant’s application, | would first like to ask the Board
if there are any conflicts of interest.”

e Sarah recused herself due to being Fayston’s Delinquent Tax Collector.
» Doug recused himself from deliberation due to a potential perceived conflict of interest arising

from his relationship with the Fayston Delinquent Tax Collector.

Chuck stated that because the applicant was not present in person or via Zoom, there was no need for
the applicant to be sworn in.

Chuck moved to the next item on the agenda: The application of Doreen Stewart.
Chuck opened the floor for discussion and questions.

Danielle stated that the applicant didn’t check off a circumstance under which the Board of Abatement
can abate, according to Vermont State Statute.

Jared asked if there was any past history of late payments or mailing.



Sarah provided Jared with the full NEMRC printout, showing years of payment history.
Sarah clarified Doreen’s application: she is requesting an abatement of $596.83. The amount includes
due on Parcel 05-009- includes:

e $523.53- For the remaining principal and a penalty from the State of Vermont for filing her
homestead late. -

e $41.88 - 8% one-time late payment penalty from the Town of Fayston.

e $39.27-Six monthly interest charges on the outstanding balance.

The total amount of penalties and interest that could be abated by the Board of Abatment is S 81.15

Doug added that because Doreen filed her homestead with the State of Vermont late, she was taxed at
the non-homestead rate on the first tax bill she received in July, which she paid in full. After she filed her
homestead declaration, her tax rate was adjusted to reflect her full-time residency. The Town receives
monthly downloads from the State regarding homestead status. The Town received Doreen’s updated
status on October 31st, which triggered the Town to issue a revised tax bill on the final day before the
taxes became delinquent.

Danielle noted that it appears the State received Doreen’s homestead declaration on October 25th.

Doug clarified that there is a delay between when the State receives the declaration and when the Town
receives the update. The Town receives just one download per month and is diligent as the November
1st delinquency deadline approaches.

Danielle confirmed that it looks like the Town received the update and mailed the revised bill
immediately with no delay.

Chuck asked if there were any further questions regarding the application. Seeing none, he called for a
motion to enter deliberative session.

9:14 a.m. - Jared made a motion to close the public hearing. Rick seconded. All in favor. Motion carried.
9:15 a.m. — Rick made a motion to go into deliberative session. Danielle seconded. All in favor. Motion
carried.

9:23 a.m. - Jared made a motion to close deliberative session. Danielle seconded. All in favor. Motion
carried.

Action Taken:

Cynthia made a motion to deny the abatement request of $596.83 on the grounds that the request does
not fall under any category in which the Board of Abatement has the authority to abate.

Danielle seconded. Six board members approved. Two board members were recused. Motion carried.

9:24 a.m. - Jared made a motion to adjourn the hearing.
Danielle seconded. All in favor. Hearing adjourned.

Respectfully submitted, O H \ X_Q \\
Madison Vasseur M G N

Chuck Martel, BOA Chair




