Board of Abatement Hearing
April 4, 2024
9:30 a.m.
at the Robert Vasseur Town Hall

Board Present (Board): Chuck Martell (Chuck), Ronald Graves (Ron), Patti Lewis (Patti), Doug Mosle’
(Doug)

Board Members Via Zoom: Rick Rayfield (Rick), Cynthia Seckler (Cynthia), Danielle Dukette (Danielle),
Kirsten Andrea {Kirsten)

Appellant # 1: Stephen Brothers (Stephen) not present- Parcel ID #09-003-002

Land Owner is Carl Dupont (Carl)

Appellant #2 : Louise Dufresne (Louise) via cell phone speaker- Parcel ID# 13-015

9:30 a.m. Chuck called the meeting to order.

Chuck asked Doug to take the floor to explain the advice the Town was given from the Town’s Attorney
regarding abatement of taxes on an unlanded unhabitable mobile home on parcel ID 09-003-002.

Doug explained that this property is an unlivable trailer, that has been abandoned for over 15 years. For
the last 5 years there has been a family disagreement on who owns the unlanded trailer. The Town
Attorney suggested that we abate the $178.41 in fees, so then the Select Board and Listers can start the
process of removing the value and parcel from the grand list.

Ron asked if the Town removed this parcel could someone replace the trailer without a permit. Doug
stated that this would become a zoning issue: The trailer does have a septic system, but again the trailer
is not livable and has not been for multiple years.

Doug states that the Town has spent quite bit of time looking into the process because the ownership of
the trailer was unknown. Our Attorney highly suggested that the Town not get involved with the
disagreement of who owns the trailer.

Doug stated that while talking with Stephen about this trailer, Stephen told Doug that he had been given
a document from a lawyer representing the land owner, Carl Dupont, stating that if he did not remove
the trailer within 30 days it would become Carl’s. This document was never recorded here at the Town
which is why the Town thought that Stephen still owned this trailer. Sticking with the advice from our
Town Attorney we don’t need to get involved with that, and just stick to the goal of stating the trailer has
no value.

Danielle asked Doug for an explanation on what unlanded trailer meant. Doug explained that it's when a
mobile home is allowed to be placed on a piece of land not owned by the mobile home.owner. It’s
usually done by a lease agreement. This situation between extended family is assumed done with a
handshake. This agreement made it so we could assign a parcel ID to Stephen for the trailer that was on
Carl’s Land.

Rick asked if the land owners chose not to be involved with this hearing.

Doug Stated that because Stephen was given notice that he was no longer the owner of the trailer he did
not need or want to be present.

Patti stated that Carl would have attended if we needed him. Doug stated that both parties seem to be
happy about this process.




Our Town Attorney stated that we would be holding this hearing on behalf of the owners. Dye to the
ownership changing hands without the Town being notified.

Chuck asked for any further questions?

9:40 a.m. Rick made a motion to close the hearing, Danielle seconded. All in favor, motion carried.
Patti called Louise via speaker phone, as she had not connected to Zoom.

9:52 a.m. Chuck opened the hearing for Louise.

First, Chuck read Louise the oath which she swore to. Chuck then asked the board if there were any
conflicts of interest.

Doug recused himself due to the possible perceived conflict of interest relationship with the Fayston
Delinquent Tax Collector.

Chuck then asked Louise if she received and/or had any questions about the rules of procedure. Louise
stated she had received and had no questions.

Chuck noted the criteria where Louise had added “none of the above” as she felt in her case she did not
fall under any of the criteria”.

Chuck reminded everyone that the Board can only abate within the seven criteria listed. Chuck then gave
Louise the opportunity to select one of the seven rules. Louise still felt as she did not fall under any of
the rules, as this was a postage/mail error between Cananda and the U.S.

Chuck asked Louise to summarize her reason for abatement.

Louise stated that she had been traveling and was not able to mail her taxes to the US until October 28"
2023. She called the clerk’s office before mailing, and was told her payment would be accepted as long
as payment was mailed on or before November 1% 2023. The Town Office received the check on
November 6" 2023 without a postmark. She has since learned that Canada only does postmarks if you
are in person at the post office, which is quite a travel for Louise. She had placed the mail in a local
mailbox.

Danielle asked Louise if she had a copy of her tax bill, and was aware that her tax bill states taxes are due
30 days after receipt of the bill.

Louise answered that she had been confused and never realized that the due date was 30 days after
receiving the bill. Now understanding that the Town has a grace period until November 1% but that the
taxes are due a month after receiving.

Cynthia read the language on her tax bill to make everyone aware that it says taxes unpaid after 11/1 are
delinquent.

Rick stated that in the United States a postmark is clearly showing when the letter is in the care of the
postal service and asked if it is that the same in Canada?

Louise states again that in Canada postmarks are being phased out. One has to physically be at the post
office and have the postmaster stamp the letter.

Rick said via internet search that Canada marks all mail with a code, not necessarily a date. He asked
Louise if she knew what that code means on her envelope?




Louise stated that is an internal code within the post office and that we would have to be in contact with
the post office.

Kirsten said with personal experience that the post master does not have to stamp the letter, and they
can be very hesitant about doing that. The code on the envelope relates to when it is received at a
sorting station. Not when the letter Is actually mailed.

Chuck then explained the process to all, that the Board was going to go in to deliberative session to make
decisions.

Patti asked Louise if communication via email was the best way to get the decisions to her quickly and
Louise confirmed this was the best way to communicate with her

10:14 a.m. Chuck officially closed the hearing.
10:16 a.m. Patti made a motion to go into deliberative session. Ron seconded; motion carried.
10:28 a.m. Rick made a motion to close deliberation. Ron seconded; motion carried.

Kirsten made a motion to abate the taxes on Stephen Brothers Parcel. Cynthia Seconded, all in favor
motion carried

10:31 a.m. Chuck made motion to go back into deliberative session, Patti seconded. All in favor, motion
carried

10:36 a.m. Rick made a motion to close deliberative session. Ron seconded. All in favor, motion carried.

Rick made a motion to deny the request to abate $364.34 in interest and penalty on parcel ID 13-015 on
the basis that a U. S. postmark stamped November 1 is required in our delinquent tax policy without a
penaity. Ron seconded. No further discussion, all in favor, motion carried.

Chuck moved on to the next agenda item to discuss postmarks as a whole.

Patti wanted the Board to think about our process with postmarks and that with codes/dates/lack of it
has become challenging to determine timely receipt of a payment. This would have to be an article at
the next town meeting. No decisions will be made today.

Ron asked Patti if the Town gets a lot of payments after the 1% of November, Patti said yes especially now
with banks mailing without postmarks, and the fact we don’t receive mail every day here at the office.

Kirsten said it’s a risk of the tax payer if they decide to mail it in at the last second. If they are concerned
with the timing, they should go to the post office and get a postmark.

Ron stated that we should look into cleaning up the wording on our policy, and maybe we can send out a
flyer with this year coming tax bills.

Chuck asks for further discussion.

10:55 a.m. Ron made a motion to close the meeting. Rick seconded. No further discussion, all in favor,

motion carried.
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Chuck Martel BOA Chair
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